Safe Planet: the United Nations Campaign for Responsibility on Hazardous Chemicals and Wastes highlights solutions to the growing problem of harmful substances and hazardous wastes. 

This ambitious campaign for ensuring the safety of the environment and human health against hazardous chemicals and wastes shows how each of us can take responsibility for keeping our planet safe.  

Solutions are available through initiatives undertaken by the leading global chemicals and waste management instruments – the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions. 

To raise awareness of these solutions, Safe Planet has invited a group of high-profile artists and musicians, business leaders, film stars, human rights advocates, scientists and sports heroes to speak out about the increasingly heavy burden chemicals and wastes place on human bodies and the environment. 

The Safe Planet Supporters come from all corners of the planet. Drawing from their own life experience, they show how all of us can take responsibility to meet the challenge of harmful substances and wastes. Many have pledged to share information about their own chemical body burden to call attention to the need for action.


Selected activities of the Safe Planet Campaign

Safe Planet organized an international art exhibition, Substantialis Corporis Mixti (Substantial Form of the Blended Body), during this year’s session of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development. The exhibition brought together 10 artists from five countries. Associate Professor of Art Mark Cervenka of the University of Houston–Downtown acted as curator of the exhibition, which was hosted by the Czech Government at the historic Bohemian National Hall at the Czech Center in New York.
  

Safe Planet supported the launch of Prague Zoo’s international project, “We Help Gorillas”, to promote mobile phone recycling and raise awareness of the threats to gorilla populations living in Africa’s Congo Basin. Equipment purchased through the sale of recycled mobile phones was delivered earlier this month to the Dja Biosphere Reservation in Cameroon. The ‘We Help Gorillas’ project has spread nationwide across Czech Republic, with 13 zoos now participating, and is a model of public involvement in e-waste recycling being promoted by Safe Planet and the Basel Convention.

 

Safe Planet has organized a series of special media events – United Nations Body Burden Forum – to introduce the Campaign’s human bio-monitoring project. Human bio-monitoring is a method of assessing the toxic chemical burden increasingly borne by the life of our planet. 

The first Body Burden Forum, held in Bali, Indonesia, featured United Nations Under-Secretary General Jan Kubiš and United Nations Messenger of Peace and Nobel Peace Prize recipient Professor Wangari Maathai. 

The second Forum, held in New York, New York, featured American screen actor and eco-activist Ed Begley Jr. and Norwegian Olympic Gold Medalist and two-time Overall World Cup Ski Champion Stine Lisa Hattestad. Begley Jr and Hattestad made a short film, “Body Burden”, which Safe Planet is distributing worldwide this autumn. 

In May 2010, UNEP launched the “Safe Planet” page on the social networking site Facebook. In its first six weeks, the online Safe Planet network attracted more than 900 fans.


Safe Planet is partnering with Pangaea Exploration and 5Gyres on the Voyage of the Sea Dragon, an ocean adventure to monitor the sea for plastic pollution and persistent organic pollutants (POPs). The Sea Dragon will set sail on 29 August 2010 from south of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and cross to Capetown, South Africa, before returning on the passage to Montevideo, Uruguay. 

The Voyage will film the collection of plastics from the South Atlantic Gyre and test deep water fish for POPs, as part of a post-graduate studies research project undertaken with the Scripps Institution of Oceanography at the University of California at San Diego.

UNEP has shown that 1,000,000 seabirds and 100,000 marine mammals die yearly owing to the ingestion of and/or entanglement in such drift debris. Each year, as much as 150,000 tons of plastic debris wash up onto the shores of Japan.
 

A plastic container floating in the sea contains a million times the level of POPs found in the ambient water. Contrary to former belief, drift plastic – plastic lost at sea – eventually breaks down and gives rise to hazardous chemicals in the ocean.
 Some beach sands have been shown to consist of granules of degraded plastic pellets which comprise up to 30 percent of their total volume.

To raise awareness of plastic pollution and POPs, we envision that one or more Safe Planet-sponsored artists and educators would accompany the Voyage during key passages and report periodically through wireless media on the progress of the mission. Academic curricula in national languages would also be developed, to accelerate the transfer of research findings and of lessons learned to practical application in daily life. The participation of artists and educators would be arranged through sponsorship agreements with selected donors.

Yet another global challenge facing the globe’s aquatic environments and impacting human health is ship breaking and recycling. Safe Planet is partnering with the New York University at Prague, State of California Parks and the Monterey Bay Aquarium on installation of an eco-gallery aboard the S.S. Palo Alto, a cement-hulled ship, half-submerged and abandoned at Aptos State Beach, California. The pier adjacent the ship, and the vessel itself, will be transformed into an ecological art gallery, providing sculptures, entertainment and educational displays about ship breaking and recycling and the protection of marine environments and species against hazards, including toxic substances, associated with this activity. More than 2 million visitors view the ship annually, a number which is expected to increase once the educational art installation is completed in 2012.

Safe Planet is also developing an online social networking game, POPGAP, in cooperation with Zeroes to Heroes. POPGAP challenges children to make some of the hard decisions between familiar comforts and their personal health, challenging them to seek a healthy balance in their lifestyle and conveying the real-life resonance of their decisions. This online educational flash game deployed through the popular social media platform Facebook lets kids 8-14 contextually engage with the challenges of living in a world with POPs via a medium that is not only compelling, but familiar and fully collaborative. 

Support for Safe Planet activities


UNEP and FAO invite business leaders, social entrepreneurs and private philanthropies to support the global awareness-raising Safe Planet Campaign through the sponsorship of research, educational and cultural activities. We welcome direct participation in major events organized under the auspices of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions. 

Recognition of leadership by corporations and other private and public organizations in the sound management of chemicals and wastes would be accorded through the Basel Waste Solutions Circle, an initiative to implement the 2008 Bali Declaration on Waste Management, or similar programmes being developed under the Stockholm and Rotterdam Conventions.

Long-term partnership agreements between qualified organizations and entities are also envisioned and would be negotiated with the United Nations Environment Programme within the framework of the Safe Planet Memorandum of Understanding. 

Websites:

http://www.unep.org/Documents.Multilingu...
http://www.basel.int
http://www.pic.int
http://www.pops.int
http://www.pic.int/News/CSD18-Substantia...
http://panexplore.com/index.php?option=c...
Concerning the Facebook Page for SAFE PLANET

www.facebook.com/safeplanet

_____________________________________________

SAFE PLANET – DESCRIPTION AND DISCLAIMER

Description

The Safe Planet page is intended to promote the sound management of chemicals and wastes through the exchange of information about the United Nations Campaign for Responsibility on Hazardous Chemicals and Wastes. It aims to stimulate public interest in and raise awareness about the work of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions (United Nations Environment Programme and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations), the 3 leading Multilateral Environmental Agreements addressing this issue globally.

Disclaimer

The Safe Planet page on Facebook is an unofficial page and contains advice, opinions and statements of various information providers. The United Nations Environment Programme, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the Secretariats of the Basel, Rotterdam or Stockholm Conventions and their Parties do not respectively represent, endorse or guarantee the truthfulness, accuracy, reliability or validity of any advice, opinion, statements, comments or other information posted to these social media outlets (blogs, social networks, message boards/forums, etc.). Reliance on such advice, opinion, statement or other information shall be at the user’s own risk. 

The opinions expressed by members of Safe Planet social network on Facebook are the sole responsibility of those individuals and do not represent the opinions or decisions of the United Nations Environment Programme, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, nor of the Parties to the Basel, Rotterdam or Stockholm Conventions. Users must not post any content that is obscene, defamatory, profane, libelous, threatening, harassing, abusive, hateful or embarrassing to any person or entity. 

The United Nations [the United Nations Environment Programme, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the Secretariats of the Basel, Rotterdam or Stockholm Conventions] reserve(s) the right to delete or edit any comments that it considers inappropriate or unacceptable. Neither the United Nations nor its affiliates, nor any of their respective agents, employees, information providers or content providers, shall be liable to any user or anyone else for any inaccuracy, error, omission, interruption, deletion, defect, alteration of or use of any content herein, or for its timeliness or completeness, nor shall they be liable for any failure of performance, computer virus or communication line failure, regardless of cause, or for any damages resulting therefrom. 
(read less)
Safe Planet: the United Nations Campaign for Responsibility on Hazardous Chemicals and Wastes is an ambitious campaign for ensuring the safety of the environment and human health against hazardous chemicals and wastes.

This global public awareness and outreach campaign is designed to show how we can take responsibility for keeping the planet safe from these harmful substances.

The Campaign will highlight solutions to the growing problem of hazardous chemicals and wastes that are available... (read more)
�	 The exhibition catalogue is available from the website of the Rotterdam Convention, the Planet's leading Chemical Right-to-Know agreement – see � HYPERLINK "http://www.pic.int/News/CSD18-Substantialis_programme_final.En.pdf"��http://www.pic.int/News/CSD18-Substantialis_programme_final.En.pdf�


�	 For more about the Safe Planet partnership with Prague Zoo in the Basel Convention's Press Room, see � HYPERLINK "http://www.basel.int/press/press.html"��http://www.basel.int/press/press.html�


�	 Katsuhiko Saido et al, “New contamination derived from marine debris plastics”, research paper presented at the 238th ACS National Meeting, August 22-26, 2009, Washington DC Environmental Division. Trishul Artham and Mukesh Doble, “Fouling and Degradation of Polycarbonate in Seawater: Field and Lab Studies”, J Polym Environ (2009) 17:170–180.





�	 Polystyrene(PS), the base material in plastic, was found by Japanese researchers to decompose at 30°C to produce the styrene monomer(SM), 2,4-diphenyl-1-butene(styrene dimer,SD), 2,4,6-triphenyl-1-hexene(styrene trimer,ST) .







